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As the commercialization of American higher education accelerates, more and more students are coming to
college with the narrow aim of obtaining a preprofessional credential. The traditional four-year college
experience—an exploratory time for students to discover their passions and test ideas and values with the
help of teachers and peers—is in danger of becoming a thing of the past.

In College, prominent cultural critic Andrew Delbanco offers a trenchant defense of such an education, and
warns that it is becoming a privilege reserved for the relatively rich. In describing what a true college
education should be, he demonstrates why making it available to as many young people as possible remains
central to America’s democratic promise.

In a brisk and vivid historical narrative, Delbanco explains how the idea of college arose in the colonial
period from the Puritan idea of the gathered church, how it struggled to survive in the nineteenth century in
the shadow of the new research universities, and how, in the twentieth century, it slowly opened its doors to
women, minorities, and students from low-income families. He describes the unique strengths of America’s
colleges in our era of globalization and, while recognizing the growing centrality of science, technology, and
vocational subjects in the curriculum, he mounts a vigorous defense of a broadly humanistic education for
all. Acknowledging the serious financial, intellectual, and ethical challenges that all colleges face today,
Delbanco considers what is at stake in the urgent effort to protect these venerable institutions for future
generations.

In a new afterword, Delbanco responds to recent developments—both ominous and promising—in the
changing landscape of higher education.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be.

Brad Bennett:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that College: What It Was,
Is, and Should Be book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a
book.

Carrie Correll:

This College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be is great publication for you because the content which is full
of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. That
book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having College: What It Was, Is, and
Should Be in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no
book that offer you world with ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Carl Brinkley:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top record in your reading list is definitely College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be. This book and that
is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this guide you can get many advantages.
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