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Sometimes referred to as the first published manual of guerrilla warfare, Bernardo de Vargas Machuca’s
Indian Militia and Description of the Indies is actually the first known manual of counterinsurgency, or anti-
guerrilla warfare. Published in Madrid in 1599 by a Spanish-born soldier of fortune with long experience in
the Americas, the book is a training manual for conquistadors. The Aztec and Inca Empires had long since
fallen by 1599, but Vargas Machuca argued that many more Native American peoples remained to be
conquered and converted to Roman Catholicism. What makes his often shrill and self-righteous treatise
surprising is his consistent praise of indigenous resistance techniques and medicinal practices.

Containing advice on curing rattlesnake bites with amethysts and making saltpeter for gunpowder from
concentrated human urine, The Indian Militia is a manual in four parts, the first of which outlines the ideal
qualities of the militia commander. Addressing the organization and outfitting of conquest expeditions, Book
Two includes extended discussions of arms and medicine. Book Three covers the proper behavior of
soldiers, providing advice on marching through peaceful and bellicose territories, crossing rivers,
bivouacking in foul weather, and carrying out night raids and ambushes. Book Four deals with peacemaking,
town-founding, and the proper treatment of conquered peoples. Appended to these four sections is a brief
geographical description of all of Spanish America, with special emphasis on the indigenous peoples of New
Granada (roughly modern-day Colombia), followed by a short guide to the southern coasts and heavens. This
first English-language edition of The Indian Militia includes an extensive introduction, a posthumous report
on Vargas Machuca’s military service, and a selection from his unpublished attack on the writings of Fray
Bartolomé de Las Casas.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Gans:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence)? Maybe it is being best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more
intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Melanie Moore:

This The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) are usually
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this The Indian Militia
and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) can be among the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with
information that maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Indian Militia
and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Roger Sowa:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence) can be
your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Monique Hightower:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of book
The Indian Militia and Description of the Indies (The Cultures and Practice of Violence). You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier
to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a
other place.
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