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When veteran Labour MP Tam Dalyell retired as Father of the House in 2005, the Commons lost not only
one of its most colourful and outspoken politicians, but also one of its most deeply principled members. In a
parliamentary career that spanned 43 years and the administrations of eight Prime Ministers (from
Macmillan to Blair), Dalyell was never a stranger to controversy. His vehemently independent and firmly-
held views might have denied him a career on the front bench, but have ensured that his name has seldom
been out of the headlines. An outspoken critic of both Margaret Thatcher and Tony Blair, he famously
harried the former over the sinking of the Belgrano during the Falklands conflict, and argued fiercely against
the Gulf War of 1990 and the invasion of Iraq in 2003. He also spoke out against military action in Kosovo,
and has been a leading figure in the attempt to uncover the truth about the Lockerbie bombing. In this
memoir, based on personal papers as well as official documents - many of them only recently declassified -
he looks back over a lifetime of dedicated service as MP for West Lothian and Linlithgow and talks of his
family connections to the area: the Dalyells have lived at the historic House of the Binns, near Linlithgow,
for almost 400 years. Insightful, witty and urbane, this is a fascinating book which offers a unique
perspective on many of the key moments in Britain's political life over the last fifty years.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of
Tam Dalyell. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Nellie Ferguson:

The book The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking
at a book The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell for being your habit, you
can get considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few
or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Importance of Being
Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Charles Payne:

The ability that you get from The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell may
be the more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Importance of Being Awkward:
The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their
point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making
it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam
Dalyell instantly.

Juan Turgeon:

You may get this The Importance of Being Awkward: The Autobiography of Tam Dalyell by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is



most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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